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SUBJECT: PORTUGAL PREPARES FOR APRIL 25 OBSERVANCES 

REF: (A) DAO LISBON IR 6 879 0165 77 (DTG 22153Z APR 77) (NOTAL) 

(B) DAO LISBON IR 6 879 0162 77 (DTG 210900Z APR 77) (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE APRIL 25 COUP WILL BE 
MARKED WITH APPROPRIATE POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE OFFICIAL PROGRAM: THE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS MARKING THE 
THIRD ANNIVERSAR OF THE OVERTHROW OF THE SALAZARCAETANO 
DICTATORSHIP INCLUDES: 

(A) APRIL 24: 

- A CULTURAL EVENING, FEATURING MUSIC AND POETRY. AT A 
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LISBON COLISEUM WITH PRESIDENT EANES AND PRIME MINISTER SOARES 
ATTENDING. 

- A RESISTANCE EXHIBITION AT A LISBON FAIRGROUND. SOARES WILL 
ATTEND. 

- A SCHEDULED DEMONSTRATION IN DOWNTOWN LISBON BY EX-MILITARY 
MEN DISCIPLINED FOLLOWING THE NOV 75 COUNTERCOUP. 

(B) APRIL 25: 
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- A MILITARY PARADE IN DOWNTOWN LISBON AND AN AIR FORCE 
FLY-BY. PRESIDENT EANES WILL DELIVER THE PRINCIPAL 
ADDRESS AT THIS, THE FOCAL POINT OF THE DAY'S FESTIVITIES. 

- A CEREMONY AT THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY AT :00 PM WITH 
SPEECHES BY ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT VASCO DE GAMA FERNANDES AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF EACH OF THE PARTIES IN THE 

ASSEMBLY. PRESIDENT EANES AND PRIME MINISTER ARE ALSO 
EXPECTED TO SPEAK. 

- A YOUNG PEOPLE'S PROGRAM ARRANGED BY THE LISBON MUNICIPAL 
GOVERNMENT. 

2. PARTY ACTIVITES: BOTH THE SOCIALISTS AND THE COMMUNISTS 
PLAN SPECIAL PROGRAMS. 

- THE PCP AND ITS FEPU FRONT PLAN A RALLY AT THE EDWARD VII 
PARK IN LISBON FOLLOWING THE MILITARY PARADE. 

- THE SOCIALISTS HAVE SCHEDULED A RALLY AT THE LISBON BULL 
RING AND A SERIES OF PICNICS IN THE LISBON ENVIRONS. 

- THE OTHER DEMOCRATIC PARTIES HAVE ADVISED THEIR ACTIVISTS 
TO TURN OUT FOR THE OFFICIAL EVENTS. 

- THE PRP HAS SET THE TONE FOR THE FAR-LEFT BY DECLARING 
APRIL 25 A "DAY OF NATIONAL MOURNING." 

3. COMMENT: PUBLIC ENTHUSIASM FOR THE APRIL 25 OBSERVANCE 
WILL BE DAMPENED SOMEWHAT BY THE INCREASING BITE 

OF ECONOMIC MEASURES AND A DESIRE BY THE PARTIES TO 
CONVSERVE ASSETS FOR THE MAY DAY OBSERVANCES JUST AROUND 
THE CORNER. 

4. THE APRIL 25 MILITARY PARADE WILL BE THE BIGGEST-AND 
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THE ARMED FORCES HOPE THE BEST-DISPLAY OF MILITARY STRENGTH 
SINCE THE OVERTHROW OF THE OLD REGIME. WE UNDERSTAND THE 
ARVYYAND AIR FORCE INTEND TO GIVE A PROMINENT PLACE IN THE 
PARADE TO EQUIPMENT PROVIDED BY THE USG. 

OKUN 
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